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Foreword

Black Tide Rising is a terrific graphic novel that serves as both an allegory for our current COVID nonsense, as well as graphically (pardon the pun) depicting what a real viral pandemic would look like, as opposed to the pitiful one we have currently had our daily lives destroyed over. John Ringo's novel has provided a perfect twist on the zombie apocalypse trope that feels more possible than The Walking Dead, and more visually exciting than Night of the Living Dead, and Brett Smith and his team have brought it to life in the graphic novel format, which makes you feel like you are watching a great John Wick movie rather than painfully slogging through one of Stephen King's lame recent works. I cannot WAIT for the next installment, and you won't be able to wait either. It also makes a better argument for the necessity for America's 2nd Amendment than any politician has ever done.

It is great to see conservatives step up to the entertainment plate and take a mighty home run swing. Black Tide Rising strikes a blow for individual liberty and freedom, which is the only thing that stands in the way of the tyranny we are seeing established in the West, after its murderous run in Europe and the Far East. Pick it up, have fun, and absorb its deeper message: Fight back now, or be overrun by zombies—as has already happened in Los Angeles.

—NICK SEARCY
	

	International film and television star featured in Terror On The Prairie, Capitol Punishment and the Emmy award-winning series, Justified








My first reaction when I opened this graphic novel was, "Not another Zombie story!" Let's be honest; I read comics to escape reality and Zombies are a nearly perfect metaphor for the city I'm living in, with sprawling Garcities and random mayhem super-charged by drug-fueled, untreated psychosis. And as a gamer, I usually prefer the kind of enemies that you have to out-think and out-game. Zombies have always scared me more than I wanted to be scared for some reason, and I can't help but imagine the stench of a zombie apocalypse.

But, as I read more of Black Tide Rising, I realized that this was something different. There was something refreshing in the art, the story, and the characters. The family . . . they actually care about each other and show it! Who thought we'd see characters like that again?

You see the great world we've had (and can have again) under siege by chaos, but somewhere in there is hope, and that's why I responded to this story. I realized that the thing that's been missing from so much these days is the idea that we can fix the world. In other words, this graphic novel understands that in order to have anybody care about a zombie apocalypse, you have to start with a world that is worth saving.

Maybe we're moving from apocalypse to renaissance here. Something intangible permeates the art, the characters, the dialogue and, frankly, the layout.

And there's something else. I'm not going to say what it is, but see if you see it, too.

—FLINT DILLE
	

	Writer, Game Designer, Producer - Video Games, TV, Films and Books






Dear Readers,

Welcome to Hound Dog Media's first published graphic novel, and thank you for making it possible! Many of you already know this epic world that John Ringo created through the ongoing bestselling novels, but many others will see it come to life on these pages for the first time. Everyone on the team brought their A-game to this graphic novel. The fruits of their work await you just beyond this page! We're extremely humbled and grateful for each and every one of you who chose to make this journey, and for bearing with us during some of the most difficult years in recent memory. With this in mind, we remember those dearly departed, both from a terrible virus and from the secondary consequences of arbitrary panic. Among the former was our friend James, a longtime friend and confidant of John, and a steadfast presence in the fan community who is greatly missed every day.

Enjoy the story, and raise a glass to James!

Mike Lemon & Richard Rosenthal
	

	Producers and Executive Editors - Hound Dog Media
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John Ringo's Black Tide Rising Book Series

THE NOVELS

Under a Graveyard Sky by John Ringo

To Sail a Darkling Sea by John Ringo

Islands of Rage & Hope by John Ringo

Strands of Sorrow by John Ringo

The Valley of Shadows by John Ringo & Mike Massa

River of Night by John Ringo & Mike Massa

At the End of the World by Charles E. Gannon

At the End of the Journey by Charles E. Gannon







THE ANTHOLOGIES

edited by John Ringo & Gary Poole

Black Tide Rising

Voices of the Fall

We Shall Rise










AND LOOK FOR

BLACK TIDE RISING: THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

VOLUME 2

Coming soon from Hound Dog Media
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The Creators

Chuck Dixon

Chuck Dixon is a graphic novel editor, writer and publisher. He has contributed over a thousand scripts to publishers like DC Comics, Marvel, Dark Horse, Hyperion and others featuring a range of characters from Batman to the Simpsons. His comic book adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit is an international bestseller. He is the co-creator of the iconic Batman villain Bane, and a prolific writer for Gl Joe and A-Team for IDW Publishing, The Good the Bad and the Ugly for Dynamite, The Simpsons for Bongo Comics, and many creator-owned projects, including Joe Frankenstein. He is the co-publisher of a line of graphic novels based on the American Civil War and wrote the graphic novel adaptation of Amity Schlaes' The Forgotten Man: A New History of the Great Depression. He is the author of two series of action novels, Bad Times and Levon Cade and a co-adapter and writer of the New York Times #1 and Amazon #1 best-seller, Clinton Cash: A Graphic Novel.

Brett R. Smith

Brett Smith is a professional commercial artist working in the graphic novel industry as an editor, creative director, color artist and publisher. He also works as a storyboard artist in the advertising industry, and a graphic artist for multiple clients. He holds a B.FA. in Animation. Smith started in the commercial art field in 1995 as an in-house color artist for Chaos! Comics. Since then he has worked with a wide array of clients, including Marvel and DC Comics, Hasbro, Cartoon Network, McCann Erikson, BBDO, and Saatchi & Saatchi. Smith has contributed to multiple premier properties and licenses including The Avengers, Batman, Superman, Gl Joe, Wolverine, Suicide Squad, Guardians of the Galaxy, Hulk, Detective Comics, Heineken, Chase Bank, Miller Beer, Cheerios, Pillsbury, Birds Eye, and many others. Smith was a co-adapter, editor, and creative director for the New York Times #1 and Amazon #1 best-seller, Clinton Cash: A Graphic Novel.

Derlis Santacruz

Derlis Santacruz was born in Ciudad del Este, Paraguay. At an early age he and his family moved to Buenos Aires, Argentina. In 2012, he started his career in commercial art as Walther Taborda's assistant in short stories published for the Italian market. His introduction to the American market was as an assistant to Andres Ponce for Avatar Press. Since then, he's contributed to a wide array of titles for Marvel and DC Comics, including Detective Comics, Batman: The Dark Knight, Batgirl, Justice League of America, Vibe, Fantastic Four, and Iron Man. Additionally, he illustrated the Spike Graphic Novel and Tomb Raider series for Dark Horse Comics and Blood the Graphic Novel for Permuted Press.

April Brown

April was fresh out of college when she was thrown into the deep end of the comics industry and told to sink or swim. She never looked back. She has worked in the comics industry for over 17 years for clients, including Kodansha USA, Platinum Studios, Soaring Penguin Press, and many others. She worked on the Harvey-Nominated Only Living Boy by Bottled Lightning and the Eisner Award-Nominated To End All Wars: A WW1 Graphic Anthology by Soaring Penguin Press. April has also worked with some of the most talented artists out there on a variety of independent projects. In her words,"I am very fortunate to be working in the field that I do, and I wouldn't give it up."
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PAGE FIFTY-SIX

PANEL ONE

Large panel taking up the top half of the page.

The Mile Seven in the foreground angled-we can see Stacey and Steve on the deck. We look past them
up the harbor to see the center span of the George Washington Bridge falling toward the water. Dense
clouds of smoke and dust can be seen on the west and east ends of the span where explosions went off.

PANEL TWO
A detail, insert, shot of Steve’s hands scrolling through the playlist on an iPod.

CAPTION: Speed bonnie boat like a bird on the wind.

PANEL THREE
A detail, insert, shot of the anchor coming out of the water.

CAPTION: Onward the sailors cry.

PANEL FOUR

The Mile Seven makes way toward us, a bow wave creaming along its sides. The mainsail raised. Faith
and Sophia are at the bow securing lines as the jib raises. In the background, we see buildings burning
along the shore.

CAPTION: Carry the lad that’s born to be king, over the Sea to Skye.

THE END OF BOOK ONE
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HOWEVER, SHE

MAY HAVE GOTTEN A

SOLID SHOT OF ‘ THAT'S THE

NEW DESIGNATION

FOR THE BETA
EXPRESSOR






black_tide_rising_graphic_novel_page_39.jpg
e

e |
you DAY TWO,
SHOLLPN'T BE
HERE, WHAT IF
I ZoM57 4 —_ \ \ ‘ '
(Al
\!
70

?

IT'S PRETTY
HARD TO BITE
THROUGH A
MOON SUIT.

CRY LIKE THAT IT
RUING THE WHOLE
YTl BE okay”

LOOKS LIKE s
YOU'RE GOING TO
AKE [T,
-

=
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TOM, HOW'S IT
GOINGZ UH-HUH...
OKAY... HOW'S SHE

HANG ONE.
STACY'S LOOKING
BUE-EYED, FA/TH RAN INTO A
ZOMBIE. TURNS OUT IT
WASN'T THE F/RST TIME.
SHE'S... POSSIBLY
INFECTED.

NEED TO GO = HOW THE

ASHORE. K HELL DID THAT FALL
[Z—] UNDER 'T'LL MAKE SLRE
SHE'S SAFEZ AGREED.
YES, IT /8 FAITH, AFTER
ALL. YEAH, T KNOW.
THAT'S FAITH IN
A NUTSHELL.
OH AND---

Y--STACEY WANTS TO GO ONSHORE. 15
THERE A WAY..Z OKAY. GOT IT. YEAH. BYE.”

MoM7Z

YOU'RE
REAL.
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I DIDN'T
MEAN TO KILL

ARE YOU
PLANNING ON
CHARGING MY
CLIENT# SHE'S
COOPERATEDP

S T UP f SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD
S 10 THE £4'S OFFICE, GIRL DEFENDS HERSELF WITH

BUT I DON'T THINK
50,

KEEP HER OUT
OF THE S7&64M
TUNNELS FROM

AND SHE'S
GONNA NEED
COUNSELING.

FREE TO SAY
‘T TOLD you

REALLY WANT
RIGHT NOW 1S
A BATH.

AND TOMORROW
WE'LL... FIND
SOMETHING ELSE FOR
yYou To Po.

A ST/CkZ T'D SAY THE POST
WOULD WANT TO INTERVIEW

GET HER THE
BEST THERE
5.

FILING.
TS
GOING TO BE
FUING, 1SN'T
IT#
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i
Wl

.;-{’" ’ \ ‘

TR

I THINK WE'RE
GOING TO HAVE TO
REPORT THIS TO

UNCLE TOM...
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DRUG

---ARRESTS = ' ' , DEALERS.

WERE MADE AND T | =
EQLIPMENT “ )

/POZ/A/PE P —— W

R\ N/ N\ : { compPersTion
o [ N : i L wWiTH DRUG

DEALERSZ

i
/o ./ reorLe W IF
[ WANT THE B
| VACCINE. /= —

» | "LVE
Iil rf,A '
TIMEZONES

\/ w&.\m NAME
BACK ALLEY
Blo-LABSZ

TO TAKE ONE
FROM A PRIUE
DEALERZ

I TAKE IT
YOU/VE NEVER
GOTTEN INTO
ILLEGAL

DRUG LET ME DO
DEALERS FULFILL S A CROSS-CHECK
ECONOMIC NEEDS THAT 7 = ON THIS THEN WE'LL
OTHERS CAN'T OR e GET IT OVER TO
WoN'T. f . AWy DR. SIMMONS.
PEOPLE WILL : : g
D 7TAKE T EVEN /A
THE SIDE EFFECT
RISK INCLUDES
BECOMING A
ZOMBIE.

I KNOW IT
SOUNDS WEIRD
TO SAY...

¢\ W70
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SEND THEM SO74. T
CAN FIND SOMETHING
TO OCCUPY THAT LITTLE
HELLION THAT DOESN'T
INVOLVE BEING ON A
BERT.*
AND T'LL
ENSURE THEY BOTH
GET THE S4ME
PROTECTION AS ANY
OF OUR EXECS.
THEY'LL BE SAFE,
\ THEY CAN QUARTER
WITH ME. /

> YOU WANT N
MY HELP CHOPPING
UP Bop/ES TO MAKE
VACCINEZ

AND N
WE GE£7 TO GET
OFF THE BOAT;
RIGHT#Z

80, I
THOUGHT...
WHERE COULD T
FIND SOMEONE
I couLe
TRUST.

AND T
THOUGHT OF
SOFHIA,

I
RATHER YOU
TOOK FAITH. IF

I HEAR THE WORD
'‘BORED" OUT OF
HER MOUTH ONE
MORE TIME I'M
GOING TO THROW

HER OVER THE

WE'LL
HAVE TO 7ALK
TO THEM ABOUT
IT. IT"6~

WE GET TO
GET OFF THE
BOATZ
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‘STREET'
CLOTHES.
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L

Y aoyou N
| want e TO )

2
HELP? T2z
HELP! IF IT GETS Y

ME OFF THIS

YOU WOLILPNT BE
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN TERMINATION.

OR HARVESTING. OR CERTAIN OTHER ASPECTS.
JUST WORKING IN THE LAB TO PRODUCE THE
VACCINE. CENTRIFUGING AND |IRRADIATING
MATERIALS.

W wHeN po
| We LeavEZ T

NEED TO GET
\ pRESSED!

: I'LL FIND
SOMETHING ELSE
FOR y0/4/ TO PO,

FAITH. /

4 you N
| ooNT 7RUST )

IN ALABZ
LET'S F4CE
IT, YOUWRE NOT
DETAIL
ORIENTED.

AS SOON AS YOUR
PARENTS FINISH FILLING
OUT THE BLANKS ON THE

PAPERWORK,

N

DRESSED

| FOR Zoms/e NEW YOU DRESS UP LIKE
D YORK! A ZOMBIE CONTRACT HUNTER IN Y
S CAN'T N _ | FALLUJAH, YOU'RE GOING TO GET
= ESCORTED TO JUVIE.

. D\ CLOTHES,
A RIGHTZ 4

50, VES,
YOU'RE GOING
TO GO PRESSED
IN STREET
CLOTHES.
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OUT YOUR
HAND. .
THIS 15 A
CLEAN ZONE,
LET'S KEEP IT
THAT WAY.

PON'T GET N
FREAKED BY ALL THIS

STUFF. IT'S USEFUL BUT
XYoL/ WON'T BE WORKING
WITH MOST OF

YOU CAN
TAKE OFF YOUR
MASK,

WHAT YOU'LL BE
DOING 15 ALL THE SCU/7 WORK. THERE ARE
SEVERAL PROCEDURES. SOME OF THEM ARE
TEDIOUS, AND YOU'LL BE DOING THE
TEPIOUS ONES.

GET U/SEQ TO IT.
YOU'LL BE IN FULL
GEAR IN THE HOT
ZONE.

I HOPE
YOU BROUGHT
SOME OTHER

CLOTHES.

THERE'S NO
WAY YOU'RE WORKING
IN A MOON SUIT IN
A BUSINESS SUIT AND
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ILLEGAL TO CARRY IN
NEW YORK CITY, R e —
RIGHTZ ) ——

GOp; THIS 15
EMBARRASSING.
%

I'M BEING ‘
P/ISARMEDP! N NEW

T'LL MAKE SURE YOU DON'T HAVE
TO FIGHT ANY ZOMBIES WHILE

T WISH you
WERE LEGAL,
GIRL. IT'D

PROPOSE.,
, YOU'RE THE

BOSS'S
N/ECE.

%‘ Z\—

(A
WAV 2 \
W oATE oL
- GUYS. 4
4\

KE I
E O
uys
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I HAD - ~O >
NO /PEA THESE = I N V' EVERY ONE OF
BUILDINGS WERE 50 a7 ! . THESE BUILDINGS 1S
D COMPLICATED. \ [1(7=1 \ B SN BAS/CALLY A
T _ o4 ; ‘ . SELF-CONTAINED

CITY. ,
Y THERE'S AIR,
PPNy varer ano senace.

‘ \ MATERIALS. IT'S
A DaNCE
REALLY.

MORE AIR
HANDLERS.
NOW., PORTION OF
THE BUILDING THEY
SUPPLY ISN'T IN
UsE.

NO
NEED FOR THEM.
B THE AIR.

NA AT
A VY

PR
R

AT
”“A" l’"&\t’A‘A AA

A
o N

T
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MR. SCHMIDT,
THIS 1S5 MY
NIECE, FAITH.

DAVE
15 ONE OF THE
BUILDING
ENGINEERS,

HE KNOWS . CAN WE SPEAK
EVERY FOOT OF MORE LIKE g—— PRIVATELYZ

THIS PLACE. EVERY /NCH.
YOU TURNED IN A
SWORP AT THE

CHECKPOINT#

I UNDERSTAND THAT £O74 HAS

ACCESS TO VACCINE. T HAVE A SISTER — y I CAN'T
IN A CONFINEMENT FACILITY. GET A LOT OF
SHE'S— = IT'S A DOSES FREED UP.

I'LL SEE WHAT
I CAN DO,
AS LONG A5
YOU KEEP THAT
AMAZON OUT OF
MY AA/R FOR
A WHILE.

VACCINE. 1T'S NOT
A CURE. THERE'S NOTHING,
CURRENTLY, THAT CAN
BE DONE FOR YOUR
SISTER.

CAN
DO, LOTS TO
LEARN. AND I'M
A PRETTY GOOD
TEACHER.

HenEy — /=
, lg 7 |

I AT LEAST
HAVE ONE OF
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‘ oy . o
GRANDFATHER : ' 15
CALLED THIS - ‘ ONE OF US

A 'GRAVEYARD L INFECTED
oKy, — ALREALS;
\ STEVEZ

FIGLURE SOMETHING
OUT. BUT ONLY IF WE CAN
KEEP FROM &B/7/N&E
EACH OTHER.,

HAVE you
BEEN A Goop
GIRLZ DO you
PESERVE A I'Ve
NIBBLEZ BEEN A
VERY GAP
GIRL.

WE'RE
SUPPOSED
TO COOk” IN

SURE AS

HELL NOT

ORDERING
PIZZA.

WELL,
MAYBE A
LITTLE
NIBBLE.

MUCH FOR A
LITTLE TIME

KNOW WHERE
THE FOOD
5.

WHAT ARE
WE DOING ABOUT
PINVERF

ALL STILL
LOOKS SO..,
NORMAL.
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; : WE HAD TO CALL THEM
\ g SOMETHING, 50 WE NAMED
A\ B 4 THEM BERTS.

| oTH MPE ;
PROWLED THE STREETS,

ZOMBIES FOR USE IN VACCINE

READPY TO TASE ANP BAG L\
MANUFACTURE. j

BIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY ‘
RESPONSE TEAMS.
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THE EASIEST
AND FASTEST WAY
TO MAKE A VACCINE 15
THROUGH USING
KILLED VIRUS.
PEOPLE
HAD TO PIE TO

MAKE THAT VACCINE.

AND I'LL HAVE TO
KILL SEVERAL

MORE WEAPONS,
AMMUNITION. FIRST-AID
MATERIALS. MORE
MASKS AND
FILTERS. AND...

THE FIRST
DELIVERY OF
VACCINE,
STEVE,
STACEY, WE
NEED TO TALK.
ALONE.

I HAVE
PEOPLE TO
HELP ME
= WITH IT.
BUT THE
BIOLOGIST WHO 15
PRODLUCING THE
VACCINE DOES NOT
HAVE HELP.
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APMIT IT;
DAD---

YOURE

AS BORED AS | |

WE STAY
ANCHORED UNTIL
WE HEAR FROM
TOM.

’ ONE
WAY OR THE

HARBOR
PATROLZ

SMALL, FAST BOAT.
CENTER CONSOLE FISHING
BOAT, I THINK. T ONLY
SEE ONE BLOKE.

DAD, WE GOT
INEOLNG.
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you
WAITING FOR AN
ENGRAVED
INVITATIONZ

G

FRIENPLIES!

VEHICLES ARE
DESIGNED FOR
HELMETS!

HUNCH
FORWARD
AND COVER
YOUR HEADS
WITH YOUR
HANDS!
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I REALLY
WisH T'D
BROUGHT
MORE
SA/GAS.

BUT WHAT
COULD GO WRONE
WITH A CONCERT AT
NIGHT IN A ZOMBIE

APOCALYPSEZ 4

YOU'RE NEVER
GoING To LET co :
OF THAT: o , | , AN WE'RE GETTING
[ SURROUNPED! WE
NEED TO KEEP
MOVING !
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I CAN'T PULL
THE HANDLE UNTIL
THE 7T/PFPING POINT ‘
HAD BEEN CLEARLY =L N BUT I'VE
REACHED, | - : GOT TO STAY UNTIL
™ — 1 THEY PULL THE HANDLE.
YOoUu CAN GO. THE
EVAC PLAN 15

SAY LAST

NIGHT WAS

A TIPPING
POINT.

ROGER,; SIR,
UNDERSTOOD, TI’LL
SEND THE TEAM TO /BW i
PICK THEM UP. PULLING
THE
HANDLEZ

T'LL BE \
; ON CHANNEL
SOUNDS LIKE 47,
IT. DO ME ONE
LAST FAVORZ g YOU GOING TO
. 7 5AY GOODBYE TO
THE GIRLSZ

FAITH WOULD
BLOW ME AWAY
\ LIKE A ZOMBIE IF
I DIDNT.

VERY. TAKE A
BERT TRUCK AND
GO GET THEMZ






black_tide_rising_graphic_novel_page_54.jpg
WHEN THE L/GHTS
WENT OUT AND EVERY
ZOMBIE IN NEW YORK CITY
HEADED FOR ANYTHING WITH
LIGHTS ON. WE ARE
'REDEPLOYING FOR ACTIVE
CLEARANCE.'

I GUESS THE ZOMBIES ARE |3
| ENFORCING THE CURFEW FOR US.” [&

{ DAMN LONG,

HAVE TO
SEE WHAT THE

IT'S GOING
TO GET REAL TIGHT IN
HERE. WE'VE GOT TWO

MORE TEAMS TO PICK UP

AND THEY'VE GOT SOME

CIVILIANS, TOO.
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MILE SEVEN,
THIS /S

' / REMINDS
// / // ME OF WHEN SHE

WAS FOLR AND
SHE USED TO FALL
ASLEEP IN HER
PLATE.

THUNPERBLAST,

RESFPONZ,
MILE SEVEN.

SHE'S NOT
FOUR, SHE'S
NOT SMALL AND
SHE STILL HAS
HER GEAR

CONFIRM: o
GOOSE.
ROGER,
GOOSE. 4
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2
YOU GET My
WATCHZ
A GOT YOUR
> Y WATCH.
r D ‘ THE PATEK-

PHILLIFEZ

NO ONE
SEEMS TO UNDERSTAND
PHRASES LIKE
'URGENCY," 'EMERGENCY
EVACUATION.’

OR
'GET IN THE
GODPAMNED
TRUCK,
LApy',

I AMNor
RIDING IN THE BACK
OF A SIMPLY
HORRIBLE VEHICLE
LIKE THAT!

IN MY EYES,
LADY.

/' ,
~ Ll & ré 4 i‘
W g, \ eszlrollrfrr?yn—ls

/" TRUCK O& I CAN
TURN YOU INTO
VACCINE. yOUR

AND YOU
WOULD HAVE
LET HER!

T DON'T THINK
WE'RE GOING TO BE
ASKED FOR OUR
SERVICES
AGAIN, ALL THINGS
CONSIPERED.
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The Creative Process

PAGE TEN

PANEL ONE
Curry speaks, deeply serious.

CURRY: THE AMOUNT OF RAW MATERIALS NEEDED RULES OUT ZOO ANIMALS AND IMPORTS.

CURRY: THERE IS ONE LARGE-SCALE SOURCE OF HIGHER ORDER PRIMATES CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE.

PANEL TWO
Looking down the table with Curry in the extreme foreground. Alllooked shocked. And exec half stands.

EXEC: YOU CAN'T MEAN—

PANEL THREE
Phil Skorpio has pushed away from the table. He's sweating and pullingat his clothes. The men on either
side of him look surprised.

SKORPIO: (WEAK) /-—/—ITCHING—CLOTHES—
OTHER MAN: PHIL?

PANEL FOUR
Phil stands now, the chair falling behind him. He looks stressed, eyes wide and bloodshot. He's ripping
his clothes off as the men either side of him rise and withdraw.

SKORPIO: UH...UH...UNNH!

PANEL FIVE

Tom is standing up, a Sig Sauer P226, aimed at Skorpio across the table. Skorpio is screaming now,
foam flying from his mouth.

scorrio: YAAAAAAAAAAAH

PANEL SIX
Tom fires his handgun off panel. He's lit by the muzzle flash. Empty shell chasings fly,
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. B
ks
BE:W_
nX
o
P.TN
o 30
0

ONWARP THE |4

CARRY THE LAD THAT'S
BORN TO BE KING, OVER
THE SEA TO SKYE.
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BLACK TIDE RISING GN vol1
PAGE FORTY-NINE

PANEL ONE

The zombie has bitte ly gloved hand. Randall has driven his kukri point into
the back of the zombie's skull b e, Nam

f

oming.
RANDALL: HUH!

PANEL TWO
Durante turns to Randall.
WNTE: YOU'VE BEEN PLANNING THAT, HAVEN'T YOU?
RANDALL: SINCE | DEPLOYED.

PANEL THREE
Steve, Stacey and Sophia back away in the foreground, firing as they go. Tim calls to them from
the edge of the trees. Faith trots past him. The guardsmen stand their ground. Durante moves
into the trees.

TOM: THERE'S AN MRAP MOVING DOWN FIFTH AVENUE TO NYU THEY CAN DO
PICK-UP FOR US AS WELL.

TOM: WE'RE HEADING EAST. FAITH ON POINT!

FAITH: GOODY!

PANEL FOUR
Faith leads the way through the dark trees at the edge of the park. Copley, Randall and Tom
directly behind her. She has her shotgun up. Copley speaks into his radio as he runs, firing his
M4 to the side as he moves. The others fire as well.

FAITH: HERE, ZOMBIES, ZOMBIES, ZOMBIES.

COPLEY: WE ARE IN HEAVY CONTACT AND MOVING TO YOUR POSITION.
REQUEST SUPPORT SOONEST.

ELECTRONIC: ROGER THAT. COMING SOUTH ON FIFTH.
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PAGE TWENTY-EIGHT

PANEL ONE
In an office. Faith sits in a chair looking glum. An attorney in an Italian cut suit stands behind her looking

professionally outraged.

FAITH: | DIDN'T MEAN TO KILL HIM
ATTORNEY: ARE YOU PLANNING ON CHARGING MY CLIENT? SHE’S COOPERATED FULLY.

PANEL TWO
Reverse angle. Looking past Faith to see a pair of NYPD detectives wearing ID on lanyards. Tom stands

by, along with a building security guy.
COP 1: [T’S UP TO THE DA’S OFFICE, BUT | DON'T THINK SO.
COP 1: “SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD GIRL DEFENDS HERSELF WITH A STICK”? I’'D SAY THE POST WOULD

WANT TO INTERVIEW HER.

PANEL THREE
The cops make to depart, walking into the foreground.

COP 1: KEEP HER OUT OF THE STEAM TUNNELS FROM NOW ON.
COP 2: AND SHE’S GONNA NEED COUNSELING.

TOM: WE'LL GET HER THE BEST THEREIS.

PANEL FOUR
Tom looks at Faith with a smirk. She stands, her tongue stuck out in an “ick” expression as she looks at

her hands.
TOM: FEEL FREE TO SAY ‘I TOLD YOU SO."

FAITH: ALL | REALLY WANT RIGHT NOW IS A BATH.
TOM: AND TOMORROW WE'LL . .. FIND SOMETHING ELSE FOR YOU TO DO.

PANEL FIVE
She turns to him, dismayed.

FAITH: FILING.
FAITH: IT’S GOING TO BE FILING, ISN'T IT?

——

Il
]
/]
"

il
M
L
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&

&/
Il
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&

YOU'VE BEEN
N PLANNING THAT,
HAVEN'T YOU#Z

THERE'S AN
MRAP MOVING DOWN
FIFTH AVENUE TO A8/

THEY CAN DO
PICK-UP FOR 45 AS
WELL.

WE'RE HEADING
EAS7. FAITH ON

ZOMBIES, ZOMBIES,
ZOMBIES.

IN AEAVY CONTACT
, AND MOVING TO
YOLR POSITION.
ROGER THAT : REQUEST SUPPORT

COMING SOUTH

ON EIETH, SOONEST.
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THERE'S A MORE
OR LESS CONTINUOUS y
CONCERT GOING ON IN oy
RE

\ ' / i/ " 0
/ 4 WASHINGTON 5 '
; PARK.

QUA
{

IN THE 24K,
IN ZOME/E-INFESTED
P2\ NEW YORK CITY.

TI'VE NEVER
BEEN TO A CONCERT.
{ THAT'S ONE OF THOSE |2
ik
W,

TEENAGER. \ \
. THE WAY o

Y da /7 THINGS ARE GO/NG,
7/ A ILLNEVER GET
/ A CHANCE. OR GO/
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YEAH, YEAH, N
~ R IS THAT
GOT IT. PONT  \ =\ =
STAY N DRINK FROM AN oPEN VIV 7. R VOLTAREF
S/GHT, CONTAINER. PON'T ‘
SOPHIA! ACCEPTANYTHING.
UK HUH,

THE /977
15 A GREAT GUN.
T PREFER THE
A AND £

TRY GETTING
SERVICE OUT OF
THEM.

BUT AN
A AND & CAN
HANDLE
A MUCH HIGHER
LOAD.

P WE'RE JUST
GOING TO HAVE
To AGREE

" I DON'T THNK N |
TASE?& 4RE COING
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' BAND. THE Goop
ONES DON'T
COME ON UNTIL
LATER!

CSECLURITY,

) T GLESS
IT'S LS8! THIS 15
[ A 7074LLy ILLEGAL
. GATHERING UNDER
NEW YORK CITY
LAW. A
YOU'RE HERE AT
YOUR OWN RISK., WHICH
T WOULD NOT sUGGEST
IF DLIRANTELND T
WEREN'T HERE.
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WHAT I'M
DOING 15 FPROTECTING
YOU. WHY THE HELL ARE
YOU STILL HEREF

Y TvE BEEN
warivg

To GET /M
BITTEN. A8

BUT THEY
HAVEN'T
TAKEN

W THEY SITE

SOME PEOPLE.
SOMETIMES
THEY £A4T:

NIGHT. IT'6
THEIR
CONCERT.

- ARE yoU

BN FLIPPING MU/TSF
YOU WANT TO BE
A ZOMBIEZ

THERE'S
NOTHING TO
BE AFRA/IP
OF |F YOU'RE
A ZOMBIE

Y AND NOW
YOU'VE
BROUGHT THE
EFFING
SOLPIERS

Y you ARE g
ABSOLUTELY
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SEEF
I 702
yYou THIS

WAS A BAD

IDEA.

CELL
SERVICE 15
OUT. SHIT.

ENGAGE AT

f/ / 7‘”/5 )

15 HOW you

 HanoLE A ZOMBE )

APOCALYPSE.
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NICE RIG. ' SHOTGLN, 3 Y ASLONG §
WHAT /8 THATZ FUNKY / AN 4k VARIANT THAT | ASTcCETIT

BooMSTICK!  J  FIRES 12 GAUGE. ) h SACK:
_ B\ 4TS A sumP AL
TO HELL.

BLACKOUT., g

W GETTING HOME

[ 15 conG To BE

\ A BITCH AND
HALF.

I'D HATE
TOBE INA
SUEWAY N THE
DARK IN THIS.

B T N IRAQ AND
y THE STAN.
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CONTRACTORS.
T HAD ENOUGH & R BE GLAD

WE WERE WERE. /

OTHERWISE MALF VPP GETTING

OF YOl N THE

YOURE § THIS CROWD < HEREZ
WELCORME ] WOULD BE GOING '
y ZOMBIE.

THEY'RE AOT. IT'S GOTTEN 7HA7T \
WE'RE h/}g)Tr BAD, HUHZ AND YOUR

ROE PROBABLY STILL
EVEN GETTING
CORONER'S 5AYS ‘DO NOT

OFFICE. FIRE UNTIL FIRED
UPON.’

IT'S
BETTER
THAN 7AHA7:
BUT NOT

4!‘5}
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WE NEED FOLRTEENTH
STREET PRECINCT
WHERE'S THE REPORTS NO

THEY'RE MOVEMENT.

ZERONE W NEAREST BASE
ON THE NOT UNDER

LIGHTS!

- N\
COME ON.
NICE FRESH
HANP TO

BITE.

OUR BANK'S
CLOSER. WE CAN
GET YOU BACK TO

OUR PEOPLE. GOING TO
P PESE COMPLANN.

ROGER
WE'VE GOT ELEVEN
PERSONNEL, SAY AGAIN,
ELEVEN. TEAM EIGHT-
THREE,ONE CIVILIAN,
SEVEN
CONTRACTORS!
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e 7 THANK [
you... THANKC Je

you.

‘ T THOUGHT

YOU WANTEDP
TO BE A
ZOMBIE.

'
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SORRY,
UNCLE TOM.

ESPECIALLY

AFTER ALL THE CRAP Y

I GOT INTO ON MY
OWN. BUT THIS TIME
I'M FULLY
PREPARED,

AND IF YOU USE THAT YOU'D BETTER

MAKE SURE YOU ONLY HIT YOUR
PRIMARY TARGET.

IN OTHER WORDS,
LPONT USE IT. YOUR /2
WON'T HOLD UP LNDER

SCRUTINY.

Dk

=
-

il

I HOPE yoU
TOLD THEM THAT
THEY'RE HOSTING
‘CONTRACTORS.'

THEY'RE R/GAHT. \
THE FOOD IN
NEW YORK /5
INCREDIBLE.

| GO RIGHT
BACK TO
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SHOULD JusT
BE LOW BLOOD SoMEsoPY
SUGAR. OWES ME OAE
GOOD MEAL IN THIS
STUPID STINKING
TOWN.

THIS PLACE
16 goop, TRUST
ME.

L/IKE "TRUST ME, YOU
WON'T GET BITTEN A
BY A ZOMBIE'Z

2






